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In postmodern subarbia, home design has reinvented atself. The stoic,
standardized formulas of yestervear have given way to more passionate
and diverse displays, punctuated by personalized layers and detuls,

“Design has come full swing,” says Catherina Macfea, president
and M A 1]1:|| |.!u.'=i;._'|'|n.': af the Orinda-based firm Cathenne Maches
and Associates Intenor Desien, -.l""" like the .=~'._'.||.'~ VOLL SEE 11
fashiomn, anvthing gocs. It"s an art, not a science. There are no
'-“-'rl:'\l!'l"t: AMEYWLE r"‘."\-.-

Mackee, who studied ar Ban Francisco's Fashion Institute of
Design and Merchandising, has the heads-up on the latest trends
and a knack for creating her owmn, She :-j'll.'q.l:u'l.{u: LIt Clsdm l.!l.'*:i.;.';lln'li
furniture and interiors. Her fascination with whimsical shapes and
colars 1s inl-'|15|"|,'|;‘. |1.1.' the THETHE charm of the West Coast, I."‘:F'-l'l.'lilli'.'
regions like Tahoe, Napa, Carmel, and the East Bay.

e -||'|='-.|1'-,'|,:, with San Francgos, where homes are known for
exquisite antiques and elegant architectural details, the East Bay s
,_||:'_-Li.j|_-r.|':'||_l. more casual and relaxed ."h:-'|1hi.-.‘.||.'.|:-:_'.| suburban neigh
borhoods allow homeowners o E||._!|_|I:_:|_- ‘.||-:'|| Ch ;.':|'_'.' Wi,

*The East Bay is unique,” Macfee says, “Hypothetically speaking,
if you want to hpve o teal house, 1t can look great. Warmer weather
dictates more color. But in San Francisco, it would be out of place.”

As for interiors, Maclfee says the most effecrive design 15 a
process of persistent lavering that allows a room to take an a life of
1ts own. For nowvices, this slow manipulaton of enlors, texiures, and
ideas is the surest way to reach that genuine Aha! moment, the one
that comes instinctively to professionals like Macfee, *Some beginners
grseel ‘.|||-:-u;_f|1 this critical stAge, SOMme --L1|." it altogether, while others
'[._'.Il E: th'l'_'l_q_'l;! -,J'|l_ ITHHETIETIR |:-"Il_':|| '.'cl_l-l-\.\. -ﬁ||||| | '\-|I|'.I'| I"i-l Ih il |||1'.Ir ’:'.'a" :ll.!h.'
pieces, and think, "There's my room!™

*1 love a space that's created rather than purchased,” says Macfee,
*I love a room with soul, but it has to match vour personality. That
means having the patience to let a space develop into something

unique and wonderful. That's the fun of i,
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cavenger. Always be on smikten with lerra-cotta carpeting, try a

the prowl lor pleces yau love, especially similar shade on the walls.

| you'ra traveling

5. For a quick, easy splash of the |atosl
3. Walls and Hloors in a room should b ; colors in your home, try oul some new

omman calar and intensity. If you'ra pathroom fowels or soia plllows
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