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CHANGING W

A pattern of success

The deft combination of materials, colors, and textures gives this remodeled kitchen pizzaze

®m | love vibrant colors from an carthy
palerre,” says interior designer Cather
ine Macfee of Orinda, California. Her
warme-roned aesthenic is exemplibed in
this kitchen, where the foor and the
Bracksplash include rows of tumbled
marhle imterspersed with acoent tles.,
The remodel balances traditional fea-
tures=—whitespancled cabinetry, limes
stone loor tles, and beaded swainscor-
ing=—with contemporary clements such
as comeree counters and suunless steel
appliances.

The kitchen's eggplant-colored con-
crete counters make the holdest con-
remporary statement,  The  cuspom-
designed  surface  includes  precas
opemings for undermounted simks and

a cookiop, The top of the slender is-
land cantilevers on one side, creating a
place to pull up a stool for snacks.

The cabinetry on the back wall com.
hines salid-pancled doors with glass
doors and open shelves, on which owne-
crs Joannma and Ken Dawson display
their collection of colorful crockery
*Pesign: Maclee & Associates Inoerior

Design, Orinda, CA (51 25:40-20000)
*Copmiers: Buddy Rhodes, San Fran-

clsoo (4 15040 1-80710)

* Tiles and installation: Rhodes: Stile
ltaliano, San  Francisco  (415/255-
5943): and Warerworks, San Fran-
cisco (4154317 1040)

*Calvinets: Uliracralt Company (800,
202<kih)
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BREAKING DOWRMN WALLS OPENED UP the once-dark kitchen to light and views from

the well-windowed dining area and living room.
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OPENING UP
The demolition p|:|]] called for taking out
the walls that eut off the kitchen from the

main living space. One of the most zgnifi-

cant changes: was zlicing an B-ft.-long
of wall that was shared by the
kitchen and living room down to counter-
hezight, creating a peninsula that links the

bwo reorms and opens up the view:
Reshaping the Kitchen. The kitchen
itzell waz transformed into a 1:-|||:'1I. hy
angling closets and appliances into the
corners. New connections were made
etween the kitchen and the dining area
ready lined
iors that
ntape of

the view.

MNew light. Even before the walls came
down, Macfee was planning for all the nat-
rhit that would flood the newldy remod-

ylight in the center of the
roaomm and pumped up the ambisnt Tlumina-
ticm n the moom with canister lights 0 the




tiles in updated earth tones—plum, moss,
chooolate, sage and oatmeal—adds a play-
ful element to the elassic limestone Reld
tiles on the floor and rough-hewn marble
squares above the counter One of the
headaches of the project, according to the

THE DESIGMER HELPED tie the kitchen
and living room together by having the
new tile in the kitchen echo the stone
of the existing chimney, visible on the

far side of the new breakfast peninsula,

Getting Ready to Remodel

[- ] o say the least, remodeling yvour kitchen can be

designer, was waiting for the
accent tiles to arrive. Because they
were being made by a polier on
the East Coast, “We didn't
know exactly what we
were petting until it
eame,” Macfee recalls.

Unusual counters, Macfee
worked with Buddy Rhodoes,
an artizan based in San
Francisceo, on the design and fabrication of
the counter, which is made of precast con-
crete—not the most commaon eountertop
material but one that's gaining in popular-
ity The slightly textured effect of the sur-
face was aschioved by pressing rather
than pouring the material into the
forms. While it must be sealed
periodically, the countertop is
highly durable and resists seratch-
ing and seorching. The conerete s stained a
warm egeplant eolor, coordinating with
trimn found throughout the house. The stain
is integral (the pigment s mixed into the
concrete rather than applied to the surface),
#0 a8 it wears over time, it will develop an
interesting pating that complements the
aged look of the cabinets and tile.

Although stainless-stee] appliances are
often thought of as very contemporary, in
this case, their soft silver tone acts as a
neutral hue, better suited to the color
gcheme of the room than the usual white
ar black. It also adds a bit of an industrial

THE STONE AND TILE floor is durable
and lows-maintenance. On the down-
side, it's cold and tends to be noisy.
edge to the mix of natural materials of
stone and wood in a final collaborative
expreszion of the homeowners' contrast-
ing stvles, @

For more information, see

“Where to Find It.” on page 97.

#* Labael each of the boxes with its exact contents. This

extremely disruptive to your family's routine, But
with a little foresight and planning, you can func-
tion quite well for the duration of the project. We've taken
some National Association of the Remodeling Industry guide-
limes for homeowners about to undertake a kitchen remodel
and added a few of our own.
Before the project starts:

+ Pack up your kitchen goods. Even if you're only remodeling
a part of the kitchen, you're better off packing up everything and
moving it to another part of the house. This will give you acoess
to these items if you need them, make it easier to clean cabinets
that have been near ground zere and save you from having to
wash the plaster dust off every dish when the job is done.

small step will prevent a frantic search for any item needed
during the job.

+ Put aside indispensable items. These basics include coffee,
coffeemaker and filters; can opener; cutting board and knives;
frying pans; microwave oven; utensils; paper plates and cups;
and herbs and spices.

* Remember to maintain access to a refrigerator. You
might have to move your refrigerator to another room in the
house or into the garage.

» Designate a sink for meal preparation and cleanup. &
large laundry sink works well for these tasks or you may even
e able to pull your old sink with a section of countertop and
hook it up temporarily—LPC.
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